
Dear Friends:

Camp Dreamcatcher provides a positive and supportive home 
for HIV/AIDS impacted youth AND for the volunteers that offer 
unconditional love to the children and families. I am honored to 
witness the healing power of love and connection that happens each 
summer during our camp session. Each loving gesture and word 
creates a ripple of hope which soon becomes a wave of positive 
change.

The 21st Therapeutic and Educational Camp Session was held August 
21-27 at Camp Saginaw and was a huge success. The following goals 
were accomplished during the session:

•	 The program served a total of 132 HIV/AIDS impacted 
youth.

•	 We provided 66 therapeutic, 40 educational and 120 
recreational programs during the session.

•	 236 counselors, medical personnel, professionals and 
community members volunteered during the camp session.

•	 100% of the youth served are from low-income households 
and only 15% have access to therapeutic and educational 
programs in their communities.

•	 83% of the youth served are African American, 11% 
Latino, 4% Caucasian, 1% Asian American and 1% Native 
American.

The hope and determination generated by the volunteers listed in 
this newsletter allow us to fight the stigma and shame associated 
with HIV/AIDS. The number of children in need of our programs 
increases each year. Sadly, there are 50,000 new HIV infections each 
year in the United States and that number has remained steady 
for almost two decades. The Philadelphia Department of Health 
estimates that there are 30,000 people living with HIV in the greater 
Philadelphia region.  

These kinds of challenges can inspire hope, or create a feeling of 
hopelessness.  Sometimes the thread of hope is almost worn thin.  I 
often turn to this quote from Emily Dickinson for inspiration during 
these times. “Hope is the thing with Feathers, That Perches in the 
Soul, and Sings the Tune – without the words, And Never Stops at 
all.”   Our volunteers and staff are the wind beneath my wings and 
my heart is full of gratitude for each person or company listed in this 
newsletter. 
 
As we enter the holiday season of giving, I hope you will consider 
making a year-end gift to support our programs.  There is a card and 
envelope enclosed to make this process easier, or you can make a 
donation online at www.campdreamcatcher.org.

I wish you a holiday season full of hope and love.

Patty Hillkirk
Founder/Director

These quotes are from the camper evaluations:

“I am the same as my friends at camp because we like to 
have fun and know someone who is sick with HIV/AIDS.  I 
love the counselors at camp because they help me to play 
and they give me HOPE.  I feel so loved and safe at camp.”

“I learned that I am a very beautiful person at camp.  I feel 
supported on my decisions at camp.  I love camp because 
we all need a place to be ourselves.”

“Camp Dreamcatcher is my safe haven.  I have a hard time 
making friends.  Camp Dreamcatcher is important for kids 
because kids with HIV get to talk to other kids with HIV.”

“I love camp because I am able to cry.”

“It is easier to talk about your feelings at camp because I 
feel more comfortable and I feel closer to the people here.  I 
love to have a place to have fun.”

John Flynn greets some of his fans after his annual concert at camp.



Thank You Camp Dreamcatcher® 2016 Volunteers

Village Chiefs
Ali Alstott
Jenn Brown
Taj Brown
Anthony Dorosz
Ginny Fineberg
Kevin Nolan
Eric Sanborn
Holly Sanborn

Leaders in Training 
Village Chiefs
Miguel Correa
Valen Nori

Counselors
Ben Abo
John Adams
Rae Rae Adams
Kim Alegria
Corey Beans
Samantha Boyd
Aaron Burgess
Melissa Cantasano
Dominque Carollo
Tish Cheatham 
Mike DiStefano
Dawn Doherty Kohl
Andrew Dorosz
Rachel Dougherty 
Aishah Dukes
Debbie Durham
Cindy Fineberg
Rich Forney
Jenny Freeman Smith

Taylor Goerlach
Patrick Gower
Kazmirah Gratz
Seth Green
Taylor Isley Clark
Mike Jacobs
John Joyner
Amy Kohl
Rachel Kearney
Sam Llabres
KJ Lookingbill
Michelle Lozowski
Cornell Mack
Jovian Martin
Justina McEntee
Gil Medina
Jeanmarie Mercier
Mitchell Merritt
Ved Mishra
Tsitsi Moyo
Samantha Onyango
Larissa Ozeryansky
Tyler Pahigian 
Danielle Rivera
Maureen Sablich
Lauren Sacs
Kristen Schlotter 
Erin Secker
Zaira Thomas
Al Torres
Jamil Van
Bonnie Waxman
Peggy White
Corey Williams
Tia Wise

Paige Wolst

Arts & Crafts
Erin Hollands – 

Coordinator
Kendra Beitzel
Laurel Crossley
Grayton Downing
Monique Gordan
Helena Loyd
Susan Myers
Melody Peterson
Nidhi Reddy
Wendell Sammons
Jennifer Smith
Debra Swayne
Adrienne Witman

Health Center Volunteers
Ashley Antista, RN
Alison Baker, SN
Emily Comstock, RN
Stephanie Coyle, RN
Dawn Ferry, RN
Nancy Gauthier
Ted Hewson
Katie Huynh, PA-C
Viktoria Ribakova Hillkirk, 

PharmD
Mary Ann Knott-Grasso, 

CRNP
Katelyn Kozma 
McCormick, PharmD
Nellie Lazar, CRNP
Jovian Martin, RN

Karey McAllister
Jessica McPoland, PharmD
Lisa Orloff
Marlana Orloff, MD
Natalia Orloff
Dr. Rabah, MD 
Kevin Riley, CRNP
Laura Schneider, PharmD
Lorraine Wasilewski, RN
Jack Welsh, RN
Emily Wilf, RN
Sue Zuk, CRNP
Colette Keany

Thank you to Dr. Raida 
Rabah and “Brandywine 
Valley Infectious 
Diseases” for providing 
medical supplies, 
volunteers and medical 
consultations. 

Yoga Instructors
Alison Donley
Jenn Brown
Tracy Eltringham
Caitlin Reilly

Massage Therapists
Ryan Baith
Liz Brito
Jean Chamberlin
Tisha Hunt
Sheryl Goldberg
Margy O’Connell
Michelle Smith
David Talmo

Special Events & 
Program Volunteers
Basketball
 Coach Donofrio
 Mike McClure
“Celebrate Girls” & 
“Keepin’ it Real”
 Ashley Anitista, RN
 Emmalee Bierly, MFT
 Taj Brown
 Mara Pliskin
Comhar, Inc. 
 Melvin Anderson
 Jesse Brajuha
 Risa Caldwell
 Jeffrey Haskins
 Deborah Kennedy
 Barbara Manire
 Tyeshia Maxey

 Kae McEachin
 Colondra Seals
 Gail Thomas
 Karen Wiley
 Kelly Williams
Cooking
 Derek Andress
 Grayton Downing
Fishing Program
 Richard Brown
 Scott Hillkirk
 Harris Vuadens
 Nathan Wantoch
Guest Speakers for Teen 
Program

 Dr. Stanley El
 Rebecca Levenberg
 Laura McGill
 Travis Wolfe
 Travis Wolfe Jr.
Horseback Riding 
Program
 Jenny Bolt
 Barbara Forney
 Karen Horton
 Char An Ireland & Sofia 

Ireland
 Lisa Knox
 Gena Korrell
 Sandy Mariani
 Barbara Stewart  

Karate Program
 “Big Al” Torres
LIT Drum Program
 Dan Fineberg
Minding Your Mind
 Drew Bergman
Moon Bounce Adventures
 Harry Bitzberger
Paws & Claws Animal 
Program 
 Diane Corcoran
 Tracy Eltringham
 Brittany Lindsay
 Briana Miller
 Renyta Scales

 Alexis Van Patrick
Slacklining
 Adam Foizen
Southco, Inc. Team
 Brynn Acker
 Joe Acri 
 Wendy Angelucci
 Celia Berry
 Heather Dennis
 Karen De Jong
 Kelly Doyle
 Lauren Ferrarelli
 Paige Guenther
 Ann Horner
 Joe Keen
 Regina Neary

 Tracey Rehmann
 Tom Scattolino
 Jim Shallow
 Stephanie Woomer 
Transportation
 Kathleen Do
 Dawn Doherty Kohl
 Ray McKay
 Jack Schwartz
Zumba
 KJ Lookingbill
 Rebecca Wizov

Senior Art Project
Dan Fineberg

Seth Green

Therapeutic Staff 
and Professional 
Volunteers
Ashley Anitista, RN
Emmalee Bierly, MFT
Jenn Botinelli, MS, 

LPC
Brealey, Canine 

Therapist
Jennifer Chaiken, MFT
Pam Green, Educator/

Consultant
Patty Hillkirk, Gestalt 

Psychotherapist
Megan Perigo, MSW, 

LSW
Lauren Sacs, MA, 

LAC, SAC
Tiffany Spilove, MS, 

MFT
Jess Timlin, EAGALA 

Certified Equine 
Specialist

Acupuncture & Qigong
Margaret Sheehan

Counselor Training 
Facilitators
Emmalee Bierly
Taj Brown
Michele Dormer
Callie Fraser
Patty Hillkirk
Scott Hillkirk
Katie Perigo
Mara Pliskin

General Volunteers
Alexa Austin

Alison Baker
Andrew Berger
Liz Bishop
Rick Braun
Richard Brown
Harrison & Jeff Darman
Sara Denalt
Kathleen Do
Bob Fineberg
Debbie Forney
Al George
Ryan Gower
Scott Hillkirk
Robert Listerman
Parikshith Radhakrish
Longwood Rotary Club
Julie McCloskey
Ray McKay
Robert Merkle
Regina Neary
John Oslzewski
Ray Peppers
Tommy Scattolino
Abby Schwartz
Jack Schwartz

Jim Shallow
Ellen Spoehr
Barbara Stewart
Bill Stulkin
Alice Stumpf
Lori Thornton
Kurt Van Mol
Lee Vannicola
Donna Wells
Andy & Peggy White
Johnathon Zuk

Student Community 
Volunteers
Kait Hartsky
Nidhi Reddy
Nathan Wantoch

Camp Dreamcatcher Staff
Executive Director
 Patty Hillkirk
Therapeutic Director
 Emmalee Bierly, MFT
Program Directors
 Michele Dormer

 Callie Fraser
Health Center Director
 Patty Hewson, CRNP
Camp Assistants
 Katie Perigo
 Lauren Tandarich
Bookkeeper
 Myra Miller
Interns
 Rich Forney
 Mara Pliskin

Medical Director
Dr. Raida Rabah, MD

Major In-Kind Donations
Brother International
Burmans Pharmacy
Gatorade
Gildan
Lower Cape May Regional 

School
Nestle Waters North America
NGA
Sandpiper Embroidery

2015 Camp Dreamcatcher
Board of Directors
Officers
President
 Nathan Schenker
Vice President
 Holly Sanborn
Treasurer 
 Rick Braun
Secretary
 KC Wolfe
Members
 Ginny Fineberg
 Jack Schwartz
 Harris Vuadens

Advisory Board
Susan Belfiore
Seth Birch
Tiffer Burns
Jeffrey Darman
Robert DeMento, Jr.
Mariah Fenton-Gladis, 

MSS/LSW
John Flynn
Raida Rabah, MD

Pura Vida has designed a bracelet especially for 
Camp Dreamcatcher! Order yours today on our 
website at http://campdreamcatcher.org/how-to-
help/pura-vida-bracelets/. Proceeds will support our 
programs for HIV/AIDS impacted youth.

Making Friends

New Friends

Please join us for a LuLaRoe Pop-Up Fundraiser 
for Camp Dreamcatcher! This fun event will be 
held on December 10th at the Market at Liberty 
Place from 12:00-6:00pm.  

LOOKING FOR A SPECIAL GIFT THIS
HOLIDAY SEASON?  

The LuLaRoe clothing line is really popular right now! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS (for tickets or information visit www.campdreamcatcher.org)

Year End Donation Option: 
Turn your required distributions into 
charitable donations.  IRS rules mandate 
that individuals age 70 ½ and older take 
RMDs from their IRA each year.  By 
making a charitable contribution from 
your IRA, you can satisfy your RMD 
amount without reporting additional 
income.  Maximum amount cannot exceed 
$100,000 per tax year and the IRA Trustee 
or custodian must make the distribution 
directly to Camp Dreamcatcher. 

November-December:  Holiday Adopt-a-Family 
Program

November 29th:  Support Camp Dreamcatcher 
through the #GivingTuesday Campaign! http://
www.givingtuesdaychesco.org/

December 1st:  WORLD AIDS DAY EVENT at West 
Chester University at 7:00pm

December 1st:  WORLD AIDS DAY EVENT at 
Temple University at 7:00pm

December 3rd:  WORLD AIDS DAY SUMMIT at 
Delaware Technical Community College at 11:00am

December 6th:  Guest Bartending Night at Kennett 
Brewing Company at 6:00pm

December 10th: LuLaRoe Pop-Up Fundraiser for 
Camp Dreamcatcher at the Market at Liberty Place 
from 12:00-6:00pm

December 11th:  Holiday Party at our Camp 
Dreamcatcher Office from 2-4pm

April 29th-30th:  Teen Leadership Retreat at Camp 
NorthBay

August 20th-26th:  CAMP SESSION

Thank you for supporting Camp Dreamcatcher!


